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BRITISH SCHOOL
AT ROME

City of Rome
Postgraduate Course

Tuesday 6 April— Monday 31 May 2021

We are accepting applications for our 2021 Postgraduate City of Rome course which will

run from Tuesday 6 April to Monday 31 May 2021

Given the current circumstances, acceptance onto the course will be 'provisional’, i.e. with the
proviso that we may still have to cancel the course, depending on how the COVID-19 situation
develops, in particular in the UK and Italy. We have decided to launch the application process
as per normal. In the meantime, we will continue to monitor the situation closely, and we will
make a decision in good time based on all the information available to us. There may also be
visa requirements, depending on the nature of the Brexit deal. We expect to have a clearer

sense of things by February.

Thank you for your co-operation.

Course information

The BSR City of Rome Postgraduate Course is the most in-depth and rigorous of its kind — a
unique opportunity for students to develop research skills in the study of ancient Rome. The course

forms one quarter of a year's full-time postgraduate work at Masters or early-Doctoral level.

Led by the Course Director, Dr Robert Coates-Stephens, over eight weeks of full-time study you will
examine the city as a whole: topography, infrastructures, development and function of the Imperial
capital. You will analyse selected monuments in terms of their structural history, architectural
characteristics, place in the development of the urban plan, social, economic or religious function,

and their subsequent use and influence.
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Course coverage and structure

One half of the course is devoted to site visits led by the Course Director and tutors (approximately
100 hours), supplemented by 12 hours of lectures and seminars given by distinguished guest
speakers. Site visits will be targeted to meet the research needs of individual students and to
complement lectures by guest speakers. Students will be expected to prepare in advance for, and
contribute to, the site visits. Students should have some prior knowledge of Roman history and
Roman building techniques. The Course Director will supply an appropriate bibliography on
request. Some seminars, lectures and texts will be in ltalian, so a reasonable level of fluency is
therefore expected; students with little or no ltalian are asked to be aware of this. The other half of
the course is for individual study supervised by the Course Director. You will choose a major topic
for study (agreed with your home university in consultation with the Course Director) and will be
expected to give a seminar on this during the course, and to submit a written paper at the end of

the course.
The BSR

The British School at Rome is Britain's leading humanities research institution overseas and an
ideal base for postgraduate study of the City of Rome. You will live and work in a research centre
with an internationally renowned library, which is home to a resident community of postgraduates,
early career researchers and senior scholars in a wide range of academic areas, as well as

architecture and visual art. Visit www.bsr.ac.uk for further information.

Assessment

The written paper and seminar will be assessed according to a standard format by the Course
Director who will send a report to your home university including a mark based on your paper,

seminar and course participation.
Eligibility

You must be on a Master’s /Doctoral programme studying a classical/archaeological subject at a
UK university at the time of the course. Your university must agree to pay the course tutorial fee to
the BSR and must also be an institutional member of the BSR for 2020-21. This is an intensive,
intellectually and physically demanding course and students are responsible for their capacity to

meet the course requirements.

Cost and accommodation

There is a course tutorial fee payable by your university and an accommodation fee payable by

you. Your accommodation fee is payable by 1 March.
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The fee for accommodation is €2,200. This covers full board (except Saturday dinners and
Sunday lunches) from dinner on arrival on 6 April to breakfast on departure on 31 May 2021.

To ensure the health and safety of all students enrolled in the course and given the exceptional

circumstances selected student will stay in single rooms at the BSR.

In the event of cancellation there will be a full refund if the notification is received one month
before the start of the course, thereafter an administration fee of 10% will be deducted.
There will be no refund for cancellation during the course subject to a review of any exceptional

circumstances by the BSR's Interim Director.

A limited number of bursaries to cover part of the accommodation fee are available in cases of
particular financial need. To apply for a bursary you should submit a statement of your financial
circumstances with your application (one page maximum: annual income/expenditure, with the
reason for application). The referee’s letter from your current university should confirm the need

and that all appropriate applications have been made with your institution for assistance.

Not included but essential costs: travel insurance, travel to and from the BSR at the start/end of

the course, personal incidentals, Saturday dinners, Sunday lunches.
How to apply

The selection of participants will be made by the Course Director in consultation with the BSR on

the basis of merit.

Your application must include:

1. a cover letter outlining your current course and explaining how the City of Rome course will
fit into this
2. an academic curriculum vitae (including full contact details: telephone, personal and

university emails, current and home addresses)

3. a one-page summary of the research topic to be pursued in Rome
4. one letter of reference from your home university
5. one letter of reference from your undergraduate institution (MA or first year PhD students

at a ‘new’ institution only)

6. bursary application if appropriate

The deadline for receipt of applications is 2 November 2020.

Please email applications to Stefania Peterlini: segretaria@bsrome.it

Applicants will be notified whether they have been accepted for the course by early
December 2020.
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Course Report 2019
(Due to COVID-19 we had to cancel the course in April-May 2020)

The BSR's 24th annual City of Rome postgraduate course ran from 1 April to 29 May
2019, and was directed, in the absence of Robert Coates-Stephens on research leave
in Istanbul, by Professor Amanda Claridge (Royal Holloway University of London),
supported by Rome Fellow Dr Niccold Mugnai. Eleven students attended, nine
MA/MPhil students from King's College London, Manchester, Nottingham, Oxford,
and Warwick and two doctoral students, from Oxford and St Andrews.

The course comprises an eight-week module intended to form one quarter of one year's
full-time postgraduate course at masters or early doctoral level, providing a thorough
introduction to the physical remains of the ancient city from its origins to the end of the
empire. Nothing comparable in terms of detail or duration is offered elsewhere in Rome
- and indeed, many students from outside the UK have attended over the years.

Site visits have formed the key teaching element of the course since its inception. A
topographical approach is adopted, visiting every part of the city, from the plains
beside the Tiber, along the valleys and up on to the hills, underpinned by a broadly
chronological framework which allows a picture of the city in its entirety to be built up
step by step, with an emphasis on the continuity of urban activity. All the city's major
museums of antiquities are included in the programme, as are most of the churches
with ancient remains excavated beneath them (and many other churches which happen
to be open en route). This year we studied some 169 individual ‘monuments’ within or
just outside the Aurelianic Wall,and made thirteen museum visits. In addition to Rome
itself, the course also made excursions further afield, spending two full days at Ostia
Antica, one at Portus, Isola Sacra and the Laurentine shore (as preserved in the
Castelporziano Estate, where the BSR has a long-running fieldwork project), one at
Segni, two visiting sites and museums in and around the Alban Hills, including
Palazzolo and Lanuvium, one day was spent at Tivoli and Hadrian's Villa, and another
at Nemi, Grottaferrata and Palestrina.

The management of much of Rome’s archaeological heritage has undergone radical
re-organisation in the past year, bringing some welcome changes while also creating
new challenges for the administration of our course. Both local and state
archaeological authorities (having been divided into museums and parks) now open
many of their ‘minor’ sites which used to be closed to the public on a regular basis, by
appointment. On the other hand, many areas of the larger sites that used to be freely
accessible now require a special permit, or are entirely out of bounds for reasons of
health and safety. Entrance charges are also rising and although we benefitted this
year from the fact that many sites and museums still grant free access or discounted
rates to EU students, as and when the UK leaves Europe, such concessions will
probably no longer apply.

Among this year's highlights were the newly excavated areas of the Circus Maximus,
the newly opened ‘domus Transitoria’ on the Palatine, S. Maria Antiqua and the
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Palatine ramp, and the Forum at Palestring, the sites of Segni, and perennial
favourites, such as the columbarium of Pomponius Hylas and the nymphaeum of Via
degli Annibaldi. Many visits benefitted from the expert guidance of local
archaeologists and other specialists: Monica Ceci (Roma Capitale) for S. Omobono
and the temples at Largo Argentina; Eloisa Dodero at the Musei Capitolini; Eleonora
Ferrazza of the Reparto Antichita Greche e Romane of the Musei Vaticani, for the
excavations under St John Lateran; Simonetta Serra (Roma Capitale) for the
Excubitorium in Trastevere; Simona Morretta (Soprintendenza Speciale di Roma) for
the Barberini Mithraeum; Mark Wilson Jones (University of Bath) for the Pantheon;
Paolo Vitti (University of Notre Dame) for Castel S. Angelo; Luca Attenni (Museo
Civico) at Lanuvium, where we were also treated to a memorable lecture on torture by
the mayor Luigi Galieti, in the city’s medieval gaol; Francesco Cifarelli (Sovrintendenza
Roma Capitale), Stephen Kay (BSR) and Federica Colaiacomo (Museo Archeologico
di Segni) for an early evening seminar and then comprehensive tour to the sites and
museum at Segni; Leonardo Bochicchio for the Forum, Basilica and Antro delle Sorti at
Palestrina.

The accompanying series of public lectures encompassed a wide range of topics of
current research by leading scholars in the field, all of direct or indirect relevance to
the course: Eloisa Dodero of Roma Capitale, on the history of the Museo Capitolino,
John Maybury on directing episodes of HBO's Rome, Stefano Camporeale (Siena) on
the structural phasing of the NE end of the Domus Tiberiana, Paolo Liverani (Florence)
on the Lateran project, Gabriele Cifani (Sapienza — Universita di Roma, and Paris) on
the economy of Archaic Rome, Frank Sear (Melbourne) on the modern clearance of the
Theatres of Pompey and Marcellus, Nicholas Purcell (Oxford) on the Roman Forum in
the fourth century BC, Lynne Lancaster (American Academy in Rome) on ‘false vaults’
in Roman architecture, Ginette Vagenheim (Rouen-Normandie) on Pirro Ligorio and
the Roman aqueducts, Chris Siwicki (BSR; Exeter) questioning the influence of Greece
on Roman architecture, and Olivia Elder (BSR; Cambridge) on ‘Roman’ identity.

In a programme of more informal seminars interwoven at suitable intervals the course
directors familiarised students with the documentary sources for Roman topography
(using the BSR Library’s rare books collection), building materials and the development
of Roman architectural ornament, a guide to identifying Roman white and coloured
marbles (using the BSR’s marble collection), Roman names and how to decipher
Roman inscriptions. Mark Bradley (Nottingham) had to cancel his planned seminar on
the Roman calendar, unfortunately, but he accompanied some of the visits.

The MA/MPhil as well as doctoral students pursued their own research projects, the
general topics having been chosen in advance at their home university, with further
advice and direction by the course directors once in Rome. These were presented to
the class in seminar format halfway through the course, and then written up in essay
form before they left. This year's projects tackled the significance of images of Romulus
and Aeneas in the Augustan building programme, evidence for the public cult of
Asclepius in Rome, evidence for graffiti in Rome, the nature of violence on the Column
of Marcus Aurelius and contemporary sarcophagi, the (non-) development of the
Capitoline hill in Late Antiquity, and several concerned Ostia: the image of the
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‘Learned Woman' on Ostian sarcophagi, questions of water supply in the Garden
Houses and a spatial analysis of bakeries.

A friendly and productive atmosphere throughout the course was generated not only by
the camaraderie of the participants but by the conducive working environment at the
BSR. The riches of the library (and its 24-hour availability) were praised by all, and the



